Primary localized bilateral conjunctival amyloidosis and epiphora.
Conjunctival amyloidosis is a rare entity, which can present with epiphora. The management options, including the surgical treatment of this disease, are illustrated with a case study. A combination of retrospective and prospective review of a patient's clinical findings, course and treatment outcome. A middle-aged patient with epiphora due to localized conjunctival amyloidosis is described. The clinical course of the epiphora during a 10-year period revealed a decrease on the initially symptomatic side and involvement of the opposite side despite bilateral progressive lacrimal drainage stenosis. The pathophysiology of this phenomenon is discussed. The progressive conjunctival deposits in this patient eventually required operative debulking through a conjunctival approach. Medial ectropion and punctal stenoses were also simultaneously corrected. The patient became symptom free one week after these operative interventions. Localized conjunctival amyloidosis is a chronic, slowly progressive disease, which is frequently bilateral. Associated ocular involvement does not seem to be a part of this disease, even with long-term follow-up. The treatment of associated epiphora requires an organized approach to the underlying cause(s). The epiphora may be managed by a staged correction of its pathogenic mechanisms.